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HIGHTERIAN
Well, by now, you are probably getting used to hearing your air conditioning
running non-stop at this point. We are officially in the “dog days of summer.”
The heat and humidity can be overwhelming at times and it makes us long for the
cooler days of fall that will be here soon. I have lived in West Virginia since 2003,
and one of the things that I have come to love about this place is the fact that we
actually have four seasons. I’m sure this is especially appealing to someone who
grew up in Houston which features a 5-month Summer, a couple of months of
warm, but bearable weather, a month of slightly chilly temperatures, followed by a
couple of months of months of warm, but bearable weather, then Summer, again.
There were no real seasons to speak of. So, around here, we may have hot and
humid weather, but it only last few months. Then, we usually have a very pleasant
fall, but, it, too, only lasts a few months, and so on throughout the year.
As we watch the seasons change, or as we suffer through the tough ones
(hot or cold), we are reminded of the temporary nature of so much in life. It
reminds me that when we go through difficult times, it will not last. It will not
always be this way. It will get better. It also reminds me that when things seem to
be sailing smoothly along in our lives, we need to be aware that it may not always
be this good. How will we handle the changes or challenges that may come our
way in the future?
Most of us have realized by now that life is full peaks and valleys, twists and
turns that we might not have seen coming. But in the uncertainty of life, we know
that there is one thing that will never change: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday,
today, and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) When things seem uncertain and our futures
are unclear, we can be at peace, because we are held in the hands of the one who
never changes. God has been with us when we are in the valleys, and God is with
us when we are on the mountaintop. He has promised to be there for us every turn
in the road and every bump along the way. If you are going through a painful
season in your life, rest assured that God’s promise of his presence with us:
“…it is the Lord your God who goes with you; he will not fail you or forsake
you.” (Deut. 31:6)
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Our “Youth in the Church and the World” emphasis is a
time of transition for most teens and their families.
Summer mission trips have happened. Camp has come and
gone. Youth conferences have been attended, but continue
their impact. Back to school and new school adventures
await. The “Youth in the
Church and the World”
challenges us to hear the
voices of the young
people in your church, to
be challenged by their
leadership, and to be
encouraged as they share
their faith.

August Highterian Question:


What is a favorite memory
from your summer of 2022?
*Andy B—Bluestone
* Brandon W—Virgin Islands
* Haley W—getting a puppy!

* Grayson B—going to Kings Island
* Ben B—no school
*Amy B—Hilton Head vacation
with the entire family

* Maverick H—I liked being at the beach and going
to the pool at the hotel
*It hasn’t happened just yet,
but I’m proposing to my girlfriend soon!
*Listening to friend’s stories at Bluestone
and the warm sunlight
*Max S—going to Minnesota,
adventure camp,
going to Alderson for the July 4th,
tent camping
Nan P—having my grandbabies here for a visit

Music is a beautiful gift from God and can be enjoyed by everyone,
whether you sing, play an instrument, conduct, or simply listen.
Highlawn has always had a strong music program. God has provided us
with caring and talented leaders through the years and we continue to be
blessed in that area with the amazing talents of David and Alanna.
We are also fortunate to have a wonderful instrument in our pipe organ.
This organ was installed around 1970 and those pipes have been bringing us
beautiful music for over 50 years.

Part of what contributes to making sound through each pipe involves
strips of leather and there are 146 pipes. What is on those pipes is the original
leather…it has lasted 50 years, but it has outlived its lifespan and is splitting
and wearing down to where notes are not playing as they should. In short, the
leather needs to be replaced and the cost is $8000. The organ itself still has a
lot of life left in it, but this is a necessary repair to keep it operating as it should.
So Session voted to make the repairs, and while this is a big, unplanned
expense, money was allocated to cover the cost.
Session also discussed how much the music program is appreciated by
our congregation and so we thought we would let you know about this expense
for a couple of reasons. The work will be done soon and so the organ will be
out of commission for a few weeks. And, if you are able and would like to do
something financially to help defray just some of this unexpected cost, that
would be most appreciated. Checks can be made out to the church with ‘organ’
in the memo and put in the offering plate, mailed to the church, or dropped off
at the office during the week. This will be a tax deductible contribution and will
show on your giving statement.
The choir, David, and Alanna would also like you to know how very
grateful they are for your love, support and prayers. We all feel the love each
week and we are so thankful for such a caring congregation.
Debby Stoler, on behalf of the Session

Christmas in July was so much fun! We assembled hygiene kits and
pencil pouches for 50 shoeboxes. We sorted hats and stuffed notebook
paper into coloring books. We also learned some new crafts, we made tic
tac toe pouches and jump ropes from old T shirts. Please continue to save
old T shirts and let Nancy know if you want to learn about these crafts.
Kits for the jump ropes are available in the Fellowship Hall.

Our friend from the Children’s Home Society picked up donations in July. We nearly
filled the back of her pick up truck with a Little Tykes Car, toy Work Bench with lots of
accessories, boxes and bags of new and used clothes, shoes, toys and books! The
Children’s Home does many outreach projects for our community and is always very
appreciative of our donations.
Upcoming Mission Opportunities
Planning ahead for Christmas stockings, we still need school supplies, especially crayons.
School supplies will most likely continue to be on sale through August, and possibly on
clearance later, so pick up a few extra when you are shopping for your own family.
Stitchers Needed
We have kits for making pillow cases and stockings available in the Fellowship Hall. Let
Ann or Nancy know if you are interested to come for a sewing party! We are planning to
make a donation of pillows and pillow cases to both the Children’s Home and the Veterans
Hospital later this year.
Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes
We will let you know when we start having packing parties. Look for an upcoming special
offering for the cost of shipping these around the world. After we complete our shoeboxes,
we will start on Salvation Army Christmas stockings!

Harmony House continues to need and appreciates our
many donations for their Rapid Re-housing Program.
Items we are collecting for August and September
include toilet bowl plungers, kitchen knives, garbage
bags, zip-lock bags, air mattresses, pillows, laundry
baskets, bath towels, kitchen towels, and laundry
soap. Donations may be new or gently used. Most any
household item can be used in their housing program,
we are not limited to the ten items for this month. If
anyone prefers to make a monetary donation,
committee members are willing to shop for you.

In the last month, Harmony House’s truck has picked up
furniture from our church, including small tables, headboards and mattresses, an entertainment cabinet, a
coffee table, two side tables, file cabinets, and a white
board. Other donations included laundry baskets,
curtains, curtain rods, clothing and some canned goods.
Staff at Harmony House are very appreciative of our
many donations.
Your donations may be dropped in the wagon in the
Narthex or left in the storage room near the office.
For any questions about this mission, please call Linda
Hansen, 304-421-0860 or speak with any member of
the Mission Committee.

July
July
July
July

7 Ed. Comm. Mtg
8 Worship Comm.
19 Cong. Care Mtg
11 Session

Be a Girl Scout! Join Troop 10489 !
Birthdays This Month
8/03 Lester Williams
8/09 Carla Lapelle
8/13 Rex Stoler
8/14 Ellie Hager
8/15 David Reynolds
8/20 Dylan Lovejoy
8/28 Sharon Bell
Birthdays Beginning
of Next Month
9/04 Howard Aulick
9/04 David Meadows
9/04 Oliver Fearing

Friday August 19th at 5:30
Highlawn Presbyterian Church
For more information, contact
Troop Leader Nan Price 936-209-0520

Mark your calendars!
Beginning Wednesday,
September 7th
Details will be coming soon!

Sunday, Sept. 11th
Sunday School 10:00
Picnic after Church
Youth Group 2:00

Senior Adult Luncheons !
Wednesday, August 10th
$10.00 per person.
12:00—1:30 P.M.
New Baptist Church 610 28th St, Huntington, WV 25702
There will be a catered meal and a program.
Reservations must be made by noon on Thursday, August 4
Please see the signup sheet in the hallway
or call the office to make a reservation!
The August luncheon is being catered by Holy Smoke BBQ. The lunch
also includes drinks and a dessert. The program is titled "The Spoken
Word and The Written Word".
It is a conversation between Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson.
We will have a Senior Adult Luncheon beginning at noon on the second
Wednesday of each month.
Robert Crouch—Pastor of Adult Ministries
517-231-6376
Pat Baisden—Church Secretary
304-523-2918
newbaptist2008@gmail.com

